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ustin Kaufmann, aka Just Ink, who designed the new
rocker line for Head Snowboards isn’t exactly sure
about the link between them either. “I feel that the
subculture of skateboarding and snowboarding are
closely related to the same subculture of urban art and graffiti
that I identify with. If for no other reason, it just seems that a
lot of the people who come to my shows and enjoy my art just so
happen to be skateboarders and snowboarders.”

In this season’s Art Page
we peel back the laquer
on the best board
graphics of the season
to reveal the artists
and their works that
decorate our planks.
Snowboarding and art
go together like bluebirds and hangovers:
we can’t exactly nail
down why but somehow
they just seem to belong
together.
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Justin himself is actually not from that scene at all. He did skate
when he was younger,
but was never into
winter sports. “I have
a lot of respect for
people that snowboard but I don’t.
I guess I’ll blame it
on the fact that I’ve
never lived anywhere
near a mountain,” he
explains.
Although Justin’s
biggest inspiration is
city life, there is still a
connection to snowboarding: “I think you
could find similarities
in the pace, speed
and rhythm of the two. I think you can attack each with the same
attitude and the same style. You could also view the city skylines
I paint as concrete mountains… concrete mountains that city
residents have to navigate and conquer.”
His approach to art should ring a bell with all of us, though. “Art
is very therapeutic and meditative, it’s an escape. Completing a
painting is thrilling, if it’s a painting I’m pleased with, that feeling
is unmatched, such a huge rush.” Sound familiar? Or don’t you
remember the soothing peace and quietness that takes over
when you’re charging a perfect powder field and you look back at
the face to admire your line?
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In the end it’s not the connection that matters but that Justin’s
work wasn’t forced to fit with snowboarding, it came more as a
natural consequence. It’s all about the expression of creativity
and individualism, which after all is the essence of snowboarding.
Inspired by stickered boards and customized outfits, Head
wanted to create “something different that is already unique and
has a certain feel,” says Xavier Mora, Head’s Marketing Manager,
and they instantly loved Justin’s fresh, urban style. So instead of
squeezing him and his art into the weird dimensions of a snowboard, they chose a different
approach and picked from his
already existing art works what
they thought would work best
on a deck.
“Those graphics are from art
he did before on a lot of different things. It could be in a
collage, on a fridge or on a road
sign,” adds Xavier. Although it
wasn’t always that easy to get
the regular sized paintings on
a board or choose the right
cropping.
Justin’s paintings found their
way onto seven boards from
the new 2010/11 collection,
making him the first artist Head collaborated with on more than
just a single product. “Just Ink designed all our rocker boards,
three men’s, three women’s, and a kids’ board,” explains Xavier. “
We used that project on the rocker boards, knowing that they
are supposed to be a little more freestyle and embody more
creativity.”
And isn’t creativity actually the essence and genesis of art? So
in the end we did manage to clear that up, at least in part. Why
the weather is always the best when you have drunk the most the
previous night... that will probably stay a mystery for the rest of
our days though.

